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By Godwin hgo

IN HIS SPEECH MARKING THE

_‘_launchmg of the policy on

the Right To Information ~

(RTI), yesterday, Prime,

Minister Moana Carcasses;.
said it is a milestone in the'
history of Vanuatu in 1ts

| request for transparency; good

governance, accountability and

more importantly, its relatlon.

with its: good citizens.”

: “Today we will witness the '
i IRight To Information Polic
: TheRJghttoInform tion h,

proéess to finalize the RTI B]ﬂ

to go to parliament. I note
‘with pride that we are amoilg
the first in the Pacific Islan
“and thé fifst in Melane ia

.countries to do so. Vanuatu_
is again leading the way in

‘promoting human rights,” said
- PM Carcasses.

. He went on to say that,
. Vanuatu ‘Right to Information’ is
“another sign that we are casting

United Natlons in jts Umvers, )

Declaration on Human'Ri
The Right To Information is a

significant part of the Right to -

Freedom of Expression: Right

| To Information is an essential = !
element in a - democracy, Piime

Minister:Carcasses-said when s
launching the RTI Policy in Port

Vila yesterday.

“My Government has
adopted ‘Right To Information’
‘Freedom of Information or
‘FOI’ policies and is in the

to ‘the people ol
we are open,ir:

people to have the information -
that will help them to help us in - Government to.progress this
administering the affairs of the

amde the vestlges of colonial -§

casses-{r} and-Sporis and Youth Development Minis

He said the best policies, best come from the peop]e for =

whom these are intended.

country forward,” he said,

programs, the government,

", Story continues on page 4> >
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“This Government strongly
believes in consultation
and partnership as essential
tools of policy and program
development. You have seen how
Govermment uses this approach,
for example, in the development
of our National ICT Policy and
also in the recent changes made
to Land Laws in relation to the
management of our lands,”PM
Carcasses told the gathering
during the launch of the RTI
Policy launch yesterday.

On the note of the right of
the Public to know happenings
in the couniry, Prime Minister
Carcasses said: “The people, the
Public, have the right to know
what the Government is planning
and equally they have the right to
have a say in the planning,

“This Right To Information
Policy which I am launching

ay was developed over a
s period of dme and with
coliation ard i refled
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we have people who know what

the Government is planning and
what the Government {s planning
and what the Government has
delivered.

‘Armed with this knowledge,
people are able to truly participate
and have a say in the future
development of Vanuatu. This
is the first step in the direction
of ensuring a government of the
people, by the people and for the
pecpie,” the Prime Minister said
in: his speech,

“The key and most important
part of this Right To Information
policy is that we will proactively;
that is to say actively,release
information to the public,”
affirmed PM Carcasses.

He recalled that in the past,
many countties have established
a “Right To Information” or
“Treedom of Information”, but
they held tight to information
unti! soreonc asked for itand
then thoy would go through a
long costly process to release e
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o that wi

all of dse e Governiment, Civ
Sucicry and Media-making jeint
effort to ensure that informaticn,

~ PM:Right to information
essential in a democracy

is not only accessible, as is
everyone's right, but also that it
is used responsibly,” the Prime
Minister remarked in his speech.

“The Right To information
Policy describes a process and
please do not think that with
the taunching of this policy today
that every piece of information
that should be available will
suddenly there ready to view
from today. No,” The prime
minister emphasized in his
speech. He said the RTI Policy
is a process- it is about cultural
change in the public service
as much as it is about putting
good information management
systems in place, as much as
it is about making sure that
information is able to get to
the furthest reaches of our
aation. This provess will happen
over five years. This is hecause
infermation management has not
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rall-out of E-Cavernment.

The Primne Minister also

=hid the

peinted out in his speech that,
the Right To Information Policy
will ensure that the change to
better practices will become
perinanent and widespread.

“I mus alsc highlight the role
and the work of the Right To
Information Steering Committee.
This was established in 2013 after
the approval of the policy and
will be responsible for putting
in the structure necessary fos
effective, implementation. They
have started their work and have
been meeting regularly since last
vear. The Committee includes
representative of the critical
Government Departments, NGOs
and media. They are here today
and I thank thet for their hard
work so far and locking forward
to thedr continued expertise,” the
Prime acknowledged the team.

Me also thanked th-|
United nalions Developme
Program {UNDP), the Madi:
Association of Vanuatu (MAY",
the Vanuatil Associaijon o
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taunched ihe Bight 1o
Information policy and dedicater
it to the people of Vanuauu,




