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Press Release 
“Press Conference – Award of Universal Access Policy Tender 

for Broadband Internet Pilot Projects in four Rural Sites” 

The Press Conference was held on the 4th July at the Telecommunication and 
Radiocommunications Regulator’s conference room. The purpose of the Conference was to; 

• make sure the media have accurate information about transparent processes 
involve on the award to the winning bidder for the UAP pilot project (telecentres) 

• Communicate to the people of Vanuatu TRR is implementing part of the 
Governments Universal Access Policy as set out in Part 4 of the Telecommunications 
and Radiocommunications Regulations Act No. 30 of 2009.  

• Witness the signing of the award to the winning bidder for the Tender. 
  
 TRR was honored to have the presence for the Honorable Minister for Finance and 
Economics and the Representative for the Minister responsible for telecommunications Mr. 
Ioan Mariasua and representative of various stake holders including the media industry.. 
 
“I and my Government are dedicated to creating an environment which will support the 
development of the economy, creating more jobs, providing better health services and 
improved education facilities said the Honourable Minister of Finance Moana K. Carcasses” 
 
“Goal 1 of the draft National ICT Services Policy envisages “Accessibility and affordability of 
reliable access to information services to all.”  

The 1st Political Advisor for Ministry of Infrastructure and Public Utilities stated 
that Objective 1, out of 7, set to achieve this Goal is to “ensure affordable, private 
sector-led, connection of Urban and Rural Communities with reliable Voice, Data 
and Broadband services (greater than 512kbs. 

During the Press conference the Director General for Health also commented on his speech 
that his office is looking forward to the time when all the Health Centre’s are connected. As 
presented by the Representative for Governance for Growth Mrs. Jennifer Doan “the use of 
Telecentres is becoming international best practice to ensure there is affordable access to 
communities with low income per household and overall low GDP”. 
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The Telecommunications Regulator commented that the Telecommunications and 
Radiocommunications Act 2009 established a Universal Service Fund.  The fund is used 
when Service Providers such as TVL & Digicel, cannot economically justify investing in the 
infrastructure required to provide their services.  The Regulator continued to explain to the 
audience that “Top Down approach” will help to meet the vision “ICT FOR ALL” which leads 
to healthy wealthy educated nation. 

 

 
 


